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n the Application of: 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
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Dear Sir: 



GROUP 




Pursuant to 37 C.F.R, 1 .97 and 1 .98, the Applicants wish to make the following references of record 
in the above-identified application. The references were recently cited in a Search Report mailed August 28, 
200 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with the continuing duty of candor as set forth 
in 37 C.F.R.. 1.56. A copy of the references cited below are enclosed. The references are also listed on the 
enclosed and completed PTO Form 1449. 

The undersigned attorney hereby certifies that each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application as indicated above, not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

No representation is made that a reference is "prior art" within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. §§ 102 and 
103 and Applicants reserve the right, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 or otherwise, to establish that the 
references are not "prior art." Moreover, Applicants do not represent that a reference had been thoroughly 
reviewed or that any relevance of any portion of a reference is intended. 



U.S. Patent Documents 

1. U.S. Patent No. 2,987,851, issued June 13, 1961; 

2. U.S. Patent No. 4,442,709, issued April 17, 1984; 

3. U.S. Patent No. 4,861,969, issued August 29, 1989; 

4. U.S. Patent No. 4,867,071, issued September 19, 1989; 



REFERENCES 



5. U.S. Patent No. 5,809,898, issued September 22, 1998; and 

6. U.S. Patent No. 6,267,062 Bl, issued July 31, 2001. 



Other Documents 

1 . International Search Report from International Application No. PCT/US01/1 7154. 
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addressed to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 2327, Arlington, VA 22202. 
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